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BEDHBEIE Course Objectives

The purpose of this course is to provide students with basic practice in spoken and written English and in oral
presentations so that they can better prepare themselves for more advanced level courses which they will be taking
later on.

Particular focus will be placed on 1) English pronunciation, rhythm, and intonation, 2) writing paragraphs, 3) oral
presentations.

B|5EH4E Course Goals

- Improve English vocabulary and ability to use it in context.

- To understand the prosodic characteristics of English such as stress, rhythm and intonation abilities.

- To improve production of English sounds

- To understand the organization of a paragraph, types of paragraphs, and types and use of conjunctions and
transitional phrases, and develop the ability to write a short structured paragraph in English.

- Develop and demonstrate the ability to give an oral presentation in English.

B%51E Course Schedule
This course will focus on developing 1) English pronunciation, rhythm and intonation, 2) the ability to write a short
structured English essay, 3) the ability to give a presentation in English.

We will practice these skills throughout the semester basing our activities on the materials in the textbook and
other sources, should need arise.

Week 1: Course Introduction

Weeks 2-12: Textbook (chapters 1-11)

Week 13: Giving a good oral presentation in English
Week 14: Oral presentations

Week 15: Oral presentations

BEFTmOEE L AiZ Grading System

Participation (50%), Quizzes and Weekly Exercises (30%), Oral Presentation (20%)

Participation (50%)

All students should do their best to participate actively in English at all times. Students who participate positively in
class will receive higher marks.

Quizzes (20%)

Each class will begin with a short quiz to help review the material covered in the previous week. These will be
counted toward the final grade.

Weekly Exercises (10%)

There will be short periodic exercise tasks based on the materials studied in class, also to be counted toward the
final grade.

Oral Presentation (20%)

At the end of the course, students will be required to give an oral presentation, based on a topic of their choosing in
consultation with the instructor, as well as to submit a written script. Following the oral presentation, students will
be expected to explain as well as to respond to questions from their fellow students and the instructor.

A more detailed explanation of this task will be given by the instructor during class.

BiIZEORME - TRFICOWVT

O BEOHH - NE

The purpose of this course is to provide students with opportunities to practice communication
skills in English. In particular, it is important that students learn academic English vocabulary and
demonstrate a solid understanding of academic English readings. In this course, students also have
many opportunities to express their thinking in English speaking and writing. Another underlying
goal of the course was to improve students’ fluency in their use of English.
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* The goals of improving academic English vocabulary knowledge and reading skills are achieved
through textbook activities and through a vocabulary journal.

* In the same notebook used for the vocabulary journal, students are also given opportunities to
write paragraph-length reflections on a variety of topics.

* In each class, students read short texts designed for speed reading. They take quizzes to ensure
they understand the content, and they also record their reading rate. Tips for improving reading
fluency are also discussed in class.

* In addition, students engage in pair-work speaking activities, in which they are challenged to
answer a question and elaborate for at least 45 seconds.

* Finally, there was a specific section of the course that focused exclusively on pronunciation by
discussing specific English sounds within connected speech.

For writing and speaking activities, students are encouraged and reminded each class to be unafraid
of small errors and to focus on communicating their main points. Students utilize their known
English and communicate to the best of their ability. If an unknown grammar point or vocabulary
comes up in an activity, students are encouraged to take note of it and record it in their vocabulary
journal to study for homework.

® Zoft, MDOBEDREXEDSSE LRDHEH
* One of the main challenges for this class is finding topics that students are interested in. This
course utilizes topics that focus on students explaining different aspects of their own personality.
For example, students discuss whether they believe they are a generally “casual” person or a
generally “formal” person, and give examples.

* In order to develop English speaking fluency, repetition is important in this course. To facilitate
repetition, topics are recycled by adding them to a list of review topics that we later select from
at random for discussion. Another way to facilitate repetition is to have multiple speaking rounds.
Each round, students talk with a different partner and have increasingly difficult time limits for
answers (gradually shorter or longer time limits, depending on the goal).

+ Another particular concern in English courses is foreign language anxiety. In order to reduce
classroom anxiety, we negotiate and agree on policies that make students feel more comfortable
speaking English in class. During the discussion, many students were relieved to see that they
were not the only student who was nervous in English class.
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